
IMPORTANT RULES & REGULATIONS 

AREAS OF INTEREST

EL MIRAGE DRY LAKE BED 
A unique 4,800 acre dry lake bed is the most popular feature for visitors in 
the the El Mirage OHV Area. The flat and smooth surface is perfect for many 
specialized forms of recreation. During the dry months of summer and fall 
the Southern California Timing Association (SCTA) hosts time-trial races and 
seasonal two-day events. Speeds of over 300 miles per hour have been recorded 
at these events. For more information, visit: www.scta-bni.org.

 
SHADOW MOUNTAINS
The north-east area of the lake bed is surrounded by the rugged Shadow Mountains. 
These peaks are appropriate for expert riders, while new or less experienced riders 
should enjoy the other popular riding locations within the OHV Area. Do not enter 
any of the abandoned mines in the area, as they are unsafe for visitors and often 
serve as important habitat for bats and other species that live in dark places.

THE BASIN
The Basin lies between the lake bed and the mountains to the north and east. Most 
trails that traverse it are suitable for average riders, however, while there are a few 
places in the Basin that may prove to be a moderate challenge to experienced riders. 
The Basin is home to a diverse variety of desert vegetation that is important to the 
habitat of numerous species, and helps to control erosion and dust.

TWIN HILLS AREA
The Twin Hills riding area is located in the northeast section of the park between US 
Highway 395 and the Shadow Mountains, which isolates it from the lake bed. Visitors 
find this a great place to camp, and the Twin Hills are easier to ride than the trails of the 
rugged Shadow Mountains.

ABOUT THE AREA 
The El Mirage Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Area is managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). The 24,400 acre El Mirage OHV Area is located in the Mojave 
Desert on the western edge of San Bernardino County near the Los Angeles County 
Line. This off-highway vehicle riding area attracts enthusiasts of recreational vehicles, 
including motorcycles, ATVs, trucks, cars, buggies, land yachts, ultra-light aircraft, 
gyrocopters, para-sails, and full sized aircraft.

Elevations range from about 2,800 feet at the El Mirage dry lake bed to over 3,800 
feet in the Shadow Mountains. During summer, temperatures can reach 120 degrees 
F., and thunder storms can arrive with spectacular force, although most of the 
precipitation falls during the winter. In winter, temperatures at night can fall to 5 
degrees F.

The Friends of El Mirage hold their meetings on the second Wednesday of the month 
at the El Mirage Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Representatives of various public and private 
stakeholders meet to discuss various recreational issues, projects and programs.

PERMITS

LAKE BED ACTIVITIES

WIND POWERED VEHICLES
Wind is an ordinary occurrence at El Mirage, making it a prime 
destination for wind sports enthusiasts. With wind speeds reaching in 
excess of 60 miles per hour, wind vehicles are challenging to maneuver 
and should be given the right of way.

ULTRA-LIGHTS, GYROCOPTERS, AND OTHER AIRCRAFT
Personal aircraft are a major attraction on the lake bed because the flat 
area provides plenty of room to take off and land safely. Land vehicles 
are required to give full right of way to all air vehicles.

DRONES, MODEL AIRPLANES, AND MODEL ROCKETS
The flying of drones, model airplanes and model rockets has recently 
grown in popularity. Drones must follow all FAA regulations when 
flown. Use sound judgement and avoid other aircraft. The Model 
Plane Way, located on the southeastern edge of the lake bed, is a 
traditional meeting area for model flying enthusiasts to meet and 
congregate.

GENERAL RIDING AND DRIVING
The maximum speed limit for all vehicles is 15 miles per hour within 
50 feet of camps and staging areas. Please watch for Special Speed 
Limits that are posted during events, filming and other activities 
that occur under special permit. Remember – the lake bed is closed 
whenever it is muddy or wet!

Free OHV Route Maps

PHONE NUMBERS
BLM BARSTOW FIELD OFFICE & GROUP,  
PERMIT, EVENT INFORMATION
(760) 252-6000

FILMING / PHOTOGRAPHY PERMIT INFORMATION 
(909) 460-8100 ext. 101

EL MIRAGE OHV AREA INFORMATION 
(760) 388-4411 / (760) 388-4709

BLM VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 
(760) 252-6011

ONE DAY PERMIT: $15 
Valid until noon the next day

WEEKLY PERMIT: $30 
Valid for 7 days

SEASON PERMIT: $90 
Valid from October 1st through 
September 30th

•	 	OHVs owned by California residents must be registered with the 
California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and must display a 
valid “Green Sticker” or “Red Sticker” permit.

•	 	If you are not a resident of California and your OHV is not registered 
in your home state, then you are required to have a non-resident 
“Green Sticker” OHV permit. 

•	 	On the lake bed, motorized vehicles should yield to non-motorized 
vehicles and aircraft.

•	 	OHVs must be equipped with an approved muffler, brakes, and spark 
arrestors.

•	 	Any firewood materials containing nails, screws, or other metal 
hardware, including, but not limited to, wood pallets and constructions 
debris. These items are prohibited to use as firewood or have in your 
possession.

•	 	The El Mirage OHV area is a NO SHOOTING AREA. This includes, 
but is not limited to: firearms, bow & arrows, BB guns, and paint guns. 

•	  For your safety, do not enter mine shafts. STAY OUT, STAY ALIVE!      

• 	 	For your safety, do not ride on the lake bed when it is muddy or wet.

•	  State law requires All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV) and Off-Road Vehicle 
(ORV) riders riding an OHV or ORV under 1,000cc to wear a 
helmet. It is advisable to also wear boots, gloves, and eye protection.

•	 	Passengers are not allowed on any portion of an OHV, ORV or 
trailer that is not intended for the transportation of passengers.

•	 	Any person riding an ATV under 14 years of age must be 
supervised by a parent or guardian.

•	 	It is illegal for anyone who is under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs to operate an OHV.

•	 	It is illegal to possess or dispose of any glass container within the 
open area.

•	 	It is illegal to possess and/or discharge fireworks within the open 
area.

•	 	Pack It In, Pack It Out! It is illegal to leave trash on public land, 
pick out what you bring in.

• 	 	Check with the BLM Barstow Field Office and/or the El Mirage 
Visitor Center for lake bed conditions and restrictions before you 
ride.

In California, a child 6-17 years of age must complete an ASI certified ATV training course. Friends of El Mirage offers this course on the second 
Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. You can sign up through ASI by calling them at 800-887-2887. The course is half a day and it is provided free of 
charge. Keep your child safe and responsible on the trail; remember, it’s the law!

EL MIRAGE RECREATION AREA

IN EMERGENCY: CALL 911
The nearest BLM law enforcement ranger can 
be contacted by calling the Federal Interagency 
Communication Center (FICC) at (909) 383-5651 or 
(888) 233-6518.

LOST PERSON
If a member of your party becomes lost, the first step is 
to keep calm. Make note of where the person was last 
seen and the time they were seen. Call 911 to report 
the missing person.

INJURED PERSON
You should avoid moving an injured person 
unnecessarily, as this could harm the person further. 
In most circumstances, it is better to wait for medically 
trained emergency personnel to arrive on the scene, 
rather than moving the injured person. Utilize 
common sense and care when deciding whether 
moving the injured person is necessary for their 
survival.

HOSPITALS / EMERGENCY CARE

VICTOR VALLEY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL  
15248 11th Street 
Victorville, CA 92392 
(760) 245-8691

ST. MARY MEDICAL CENTER
18300 Highway 18 
Apple Valley, CA 92308 
(760) 242-2311
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20471 Mountain View Road  
El Mirage, CA 92301 
(760) 388-4411 www.elmirage.org

Friends of El Mirage

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE TRAIL MAP
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